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Paintless dent removal can be painless, too - well, almost

I F YOU drive a nice car, a supermarket car park

I is about the most dangerous place you can put

I ir. t',tot only is it full of Jars jammed into parking

I "0r"". 
too small by design, but as soon as

I they anive their drivers arm themselves with

shopping trolleys. They drive these with the same

care and skill as they do their cars, and the result

is all manner of dents and scratches.

Fortunately, with paintless dent removal (PDR),

minordents can be removed with afraction of the

effod necessary using traditional repair methods.

As well as reworking minor dings, quite large

areas of damage can be repaired using the these

techniques. Anthony from Alchemy Cosmetic
Car Repair showed us the basics and told us that

using PDR techniques can give quicker repairs

to broader-area damage than you might think.

Cerlainly, if the paint isn't broken the job doesn't
have to be repainted, which is a time and money

saver. But even on a panel due for paint, these

techniques can be faster because the result

doesn't have to be frlled before painting.

The two basrc PDR techniques are pushing,

with rods (of which Anthony hasacomprehensive

collection) and pulling, using specially shaped
plastic tabs that are hot-melt glued in place then
yanked off using a slide hammer. Anthony said
that with practice these fundamental skills can be
taken even further. Still, first things first - here's

a beginner's guide to removing minor dents.
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AS WITH everything, experts make it look easy. We've only

examined the most basic of dents here, but very complex

panel darnage can be repaired using these methods. As a
'basic 

summary: crea$es create stresses lhat tend to hold

damage in place, and the creases must be removed belore

other areas can be worked on. lf the dent looks as il it will
pop out, there's a very good chance it will when using P0R

techniques. Best of all, this is something you can have a

go at yourself - though we recommend practising 0n scrap

panels before you attack your pride and joy.

The rods used in PI)R are pretty simple in form, bul

they're manufactured frorn very springy steel. They can

tidst quite a long way and relurn to their original shape.

Some ol the smaller sizes can only be described as wire

and,getting the required pressure can call for 360 degrees

of twist. $0, while you could probably make your own tools,

il's €asier to buy them. And i{ you'd rather give the whole

prohlem to a pro who knows hsw t0 use them, Anthony is

in Melbourne and can be reached al 0409 3S5 7n.Nf
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