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Even the gnarliest of dents can be fixed with the right tools

HE more you use your street
machine, the greater the chance
you'll eventually earn some dents.

Whether it's your fault or not doesn't
really matter - it has to be fixed.

It's relatively easy to gain access to the

back of some panels and if this is the case,

conventional repairs using a hammer and dolly

will work just fine.

However, if the damage occurs in an area

with obstructions behind it, the panel will
have to be repaired from the outside - that's
where pulling comes in.

There are tried and tested methods for
pulling dents out of panels, which have been

around for as long as the automobile
has existed. However, as with most

things in this industry, there have been

constant advances in the equipment
and techniques used, to achieve better
results. Here, we take a look at a handful

of different methods used to pull panels

back into shape.
The one thing common to all the

techniques shown here is ihat they must be

applied to bare metal. The expense of the

equipment involved precludes the notion of
doing it yourself. However, the repairers we
spoke are all enthusiasts and said that they

would do one-off jobs for people if asked.
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THE modern methods using the equipment shown

here are so much easier than old-school techniques.

So if your pride and joy has suflered a hit in an

awkward place, don't despair - these guys literally

have all the hot tips needed to bring it back to new.

We visited three different businesses to gather

the information for this feature. The Air Puller was

at prestige smash repairer Europanels (03 5224

2777);the Car-0-Liner machines were at Phil

Munday's Panel Works (03 S725 4111) and the

Star Strong Puller was at Alchemy Paint & Dent

Repair - you can reach the owner, Anthony Salinas,

on 0409 395 723.

Despite the fact that these are mainstream smash

repair shops, they're owned by enthusiasts. Peter

Ruggeri's (Europanels) Saffron Gold VT Commodore

even graced the cover of SM (llec '99). Alchemy

Paint & Dent Repair also does paintless dent

repairs, which we'll cover in another issue. lllf


